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A global leading destination for 
sustainable meetings and events.

Sustainable Gothenburg 

Meetings & Events Initiative
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Global Destination Sustainability Movement (GDSM) – +100 destinations worldwide



GDS-Index: What do we benchmark?

City Environmental 
Performance

• Climate, Energy and 
Emissions

• Circularity and Waste

• Water

• Air Quality

• Transportation

• Biodiversity

City Social 
Performance

• SDG Alignment 

• Corruption

• Diversity, inclusion and equity

• Health, Safety and Wellness

• Accessibility

Supplier 
Performance

• Hotels

• Airport

• Agencies (PCOs & DMCs)

• Restaurants

• Venues

• Academia

Destination 
Management

• Destination Strategy

• Governance and Reporting

• Policy and Certification

• Capacity Building

• Measurement, Impact and 
Reporting

• Marketing and 
Communications

• Accessibility

71 qualitative and quantitative criteria 

informed and closely aligned to UN Sustainable Development Goals and to the GSTC Destination Criteria.

For more detail visit: www.gds.earth/index

http://www.gds.earth/index


•Welcoming & inclusive

•Prosperous & growing

•Environmentally & climate smart

• Tourism, Meetings, Events Impact & Legacy

The Sustainable Destination Gothenburg



Within walking distance

98% renewable fuel (person kilometers)

97% vehicles accessible 



Sustainable hotels & venues

92 % certified hotelrooms

100 % certified venues



”
Sustainable food & drink
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Sustainable attractions & experiences

.



Sustainable Meetings & Events



“During my visit, I encountered 
Gothenburg’s sustainability ethos from 

the moment my train slid into the Central 
Station.”

Mona Gable, BBC Travel



Katarina Thorstensson
katarina.thorstensson@goteborg.com

Tack!


